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April 25, 2009

On this auspicious occasion of the 20" birthday of His Holiness the 11™ Panchen Lama,
Tenzin Gendun Yeshi Thinley Phuntsok Pal Sangpo, we at Tashi Lhunpo Monastery, on
behalf of Tibetans everywhere, with great reverence wish Him good health, happiness,
peace and prosperity.

It 1s well known that the successive lineages of the Panchen Lama have played an
important role in shaping the history of the Tibetan people and of Tibet. It is an historical
truth that the Panchen Lama lineages, along with the lineages of the Dalai Lama, have
made tremendous contributions to the temporal and spiritual development of the Tibetan
people. Both lineages have, throughout many centuries, strived hard for the welfare of
the Tibetan people.

The 10" Panchen Lama, in particular, throughout his lifetime endured many sufferings
while fighting for the rights and interests of the Tibetans inside Tibet, as well as working
for the revival of Tibetan Buddhism within the region. He devoted his entire life to
fighting for the welfare of the Tibetan people and ultimately made the supreme sacrifice
of his precious life. But the 10™ Panchen Lama is still today remembered with great
affection by all Tibetans for his brave and sincere efforts to improve the lives of those

inside Tibet.

Now in 2009, twenty years since his passing, we commemorate this year in his memory.
But most importantly, this year, following the recommendations of the Tibetan Exile-
Cabinet and the Parliament-in-Exile, and under the guidance of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama, we will carry out spiritual activities including prayer meetings in order to
accumulate collective good merits for the benefit of the Tibetan people.

But today as we celebrate the 20" birthday of His Holiness the 11" Panchen Lama,
Gedun Choekyi Nyima, we are saddened by the knowledge that his whereabouts still
remain a mysiery to the world; this despite the collective voices of concemn and protests
raised by many organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, as well as those
of a great number of individuals, concerning the disappearance of the Panchen Lama and
his family.
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Many organizations and individuals have repeatedly demanded that the 11" Panchen
Lama be released and that he be enthroned as the rightful Panchen Lama, but all their
efforts have been in vain. Each time questions have been raised over the safety and
whereabouts of the 11™ Panchen Lama, one of China’s standard responses has been that
the Panchen Lama is studying in school; but none of their responses have so far
addressed the questions over his whereabouts or erased doubts as to his well being.

China’s unwillingness to recognize the Panchen Lama appointed by the Dalai Lama, and
the People Republic of China’s (PRC) actions in appointing Gyaltsen Norbu as their
version of the Panchen Lama, has proved that the Chinese authorities have no respect for
Tibet's long-held traditional, religious and historical position concerning the significance
of the Panchen Lama lineage. It is obvious that the actions of the PRC were undertaken
solely to achieve political gains for the Chinese government, even as they sought to
undermine the very authority of His Holiness the Dalai Lama while hurting the religious
sentiments of the Tibetan people.

However, it is a well-known fact—both to the world and even to the Chinese
authorities—that the Tibetan people’s faith and affection lies not with the “Beijing
approved Panchen Lama,” but with the Panchen Lama recognized by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama. This was made very clear to the world last year when peaceful
demonstrations broke out all over Tibet, and Tibetans—despite facing the threat of brutal
punishment at the hands of the PRC—called for the immediate release of the 1"
Panchen Lama as one of their three main demands.

Therefore, this year, we would like to make a special plea for the release of the 11"
Panchen Lama. We also remain deeply concerned about the plight and safety of his
parents and family, as well as that of Chadrel Rinpoche and other Tibetan political
prisoners. We remain profoundly saddened by the conditions of Tibetans imprisoned
inside Tibet while fighting for the Tibetan cause. We sincerely hope that the Chinese
authorities will pay heed to our demands and work in accordance with the aspirations of
the Tibetan people.

We make the following five demands of the People’s Republic of China:

1. Provide details of the exact whereabouts and well-being of the 1 1" Panchen Lama,
Gedun Choekyi Nyima.

2. Allow the official enthronement of the 11" Panchen Lama, Gedun Choekyi Nyima, at
Tashi Lhunpo Monastery without any conditions; permit him to receive the traditional
Buddhist education in order to allow him to follow in the path of his predecessors.

3. Immediately release all Tibetan political prisoners, including Chadrel Rinpoche.
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4. Immediately stop the oppression and torture of Tibetan people inside Tibet.

5. In accordance with His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s Middle Way approach and as per
the thoughts and wishes of the 10" Panchen Lama—which is similar to the path
chosen by the Tibetan government-in-exile—grant genuine regional autonomy to the
Tibetan people under the Chinese leadership, and under the said framework, provide a
quick and lasting resolution to the Panchen Lama issue.

We solemnly hope that these five demands will immediately be met by the Chinese
authorities and also that they will receive support from the international community.

We believe that if the Chinese authorities meet these above stated demands, then there
will be peace in the region. We believe that this would be beneficial to both the Tibetan
and Chinese people, as current methods of oppression, although they may be physically
damaging. will never kill the spirit of the Tibetan people.

On this day, we remember once again the steadfast support extended to us by the many
organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, as well as by individuals at all
levels. We take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude for your efforts and
encouragement and we beseech you to continue to support our cause in the future until a
solution is found.

And finally, we pray for the quick resolution of the Tibetan issue and also that the prayers
of both His Holiness the Dalai Lama and His Holiness the Panchen Lama be fulfilled, so
that peace may once again reign in Tibet and that the Buddha Dharma may be revived in
the region, bringing peace and happiness to the neighbouring countries and across the
world.

Issued by:

Tashi Lhunpo Monastery (Bylakuppe)
And Central Association of the HH. Panchen Lama (Dharamsala)

25/April/2009
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